CITYIOFROCHESTER, NEWYORK
Environmental Assessment for the Conversion of 'a Portion of(Genesee Valley
Park/under the(lLand [and 'Water ConservationFund/Act/as(a Result/of the
BrooksLanding Revitalization Project

3.000 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT
3.1[11 Impact(TopicIdentification

Issues(discussedin[INEP Aldescribethe rfelationshipsbetween!theaction[being[proposed and the
environmental((natural, [¢ulturalland [Socioeconomic) resources. [[Issues/describelanldssociation(or
allinkbetween/the actionlandtheresource. Tssues/are notlthesamelasimpacts, whichlinclude the
intensity(orresultslofithose Melationships. [lIssues help(to [identify [impact(topics/to be usedlinldan
Environmental/Assessment.

Thelimpact(fopicslanalyzed(in/this report[wereldeveloped by [the[Cityof Rochester[in[its[teview
of'theBrooks(Landing[RevitalizationProjectunder the New Y ork [State[Environmental [Quality
Review [process. Thelimpact[topic(selectionland dnalysis/ofthe projectinvolved [City[staftf from
severall lvarious(Jdepartments/ Jrepresenting Iseverall ldisciplines (i.e.[]Zoning, JEnvironmental
Services, ConservationBoard, [Historic[Preservation, [€tc.)[and [their[Consultants.

3.1.11) Impact/Topics/Addressed in(this[EA

Impact(topics wereladdressed for(the project through New[Y ork State’s[Environmental Quality
Review[Act[I(SEQRA)process.[1[1This Jincluded lcompletionlJofl lthe[ICity[Jof 'Rochester’s
Environmental Impact/AssessmentILong [Form, which(servedas [the basisforthe [City’sNotice[of
Environmental Determination((includedlas/Appendix[B). TUnder[SEQRA, [the City determined
that[“fthe proposed actionlisonewhich[willnothave alsignificant[effect on(the énvironment™.
Impact(topics[with[ $ubstantive[ content[ Wwerel included forlanalysislin[thislEA.[TThelaffected
environment under(each[ofl the [impact(topicslidentifiedis[presented/laterin[this ¢chapter.[TAn
analysis/ofitheimpacts(on/these resources from(achlalternativelis evaluatedin[Chapter (4.

3.1.1.10Land

Thelprojectwill [changetopographic/and tan([made features 0fithe project site. The(land hisefor
theBrooks/Landing(site[Wwill (be[changed. [IThis[EA will[éxamine [any/potential impactsfo[land
featuresland(land iselresulting[fromItheproject.

Thelarealzoning, lillustratedin[Figure(3, is[Open[Space (O [S)and Commercial [(C[2). [However, a
zoningchangehas[been[proposed[to[Open[Space(O[S), Neighborhood [Commercial [(C[1)and
Riverfront[Commercial (C[2)[ds[part[ofithe BrooksILanding Urban[Renewal District [formation.
SublArealwillbe O[Sand/C[2.
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3.1.1.2[1Water

ThelBrooks!Landing[sitel and[the teplacement[parcellarellocatedalong[thel westbank[oflthe
Geneseel River. [ Thel Brooks[ Landing[ projectlincludes construction ofl al waterfront[ facility
partially(within [thefloodplain [0fthe river. [Federal [Agencies/must comply with/the requirements
of'ExecutiveOrder (EO) 11988, Floodplain[Management.

Wetlands areloften(associatedwith[floodplains,/and federallagencies arelrequired [to [comply (with
therequirements (0fITEO 11990, [Protection0fiWetlands, ‘along(with provisions0fithe[Clean Water
Act.TAlso, stormwater runofflduring(donstruction(dand (as/a(result/0fithe(changesin(land ise[could
impact(the(water[qualitylof the river. [This[EA[willlevaluate[potential adverse impacts/to [these
resources.

3.1.1.30AIr

The1963 [Clean[Air[Act[(42[USC[7401¢ét(seq.,[das[amended) tequires/federalland (managers(to
havelan/affirmative(responsibility(to protect(dir[quality from/adverse air [pollution/impacts.

3.1.1.41Plantsland[Animals

EO[13112[requiresthatfederal ‘agencies/act[to preventthelintroduction/oflinvasivespecies/and
provide(for their controlland fo [minimize[thel¢conomic, écological,[and human healthlimpacts
thatlinvasive species cause. [Also, the[Endangered[Species[Act[0f(1973,las[amended, [tequires
federal/land (managersto[consider [the effects/their [planned activities ay haveon[species!/listed
as'endangered(or/threatened. TBesides|the potentiall for[impacts(tolsuchlspecies, [this[EA[Wwill
evaluate(the potential(for[adverselimpactsto [Vegetation, wildlifeland [wildlife habitat(as a(desult
of'thelprojectalternatives.

3.1.1.5[MAesthetic Resources

Theproposed [projectwilllalter the [Viewslinthe[BrooksLanding(area. This[EA [willlidentify[the
aesthetic resources/inlthe projectlarealandévaluate(the potential (for[impactsto [these Views.

3.1.1.6[MHistoricland[Archaeological Resources

The[National (Historic [Preservation[Act/and [the National [Park[Service (NPS)[Cultural Resource
Management(Guidelines (NPS[1997)[and [Policies[(Director’sOrder 28) [require [the [consideration
oflimpactslonl cultural resourceslisted onlor[eligible[ for[listing onl[the[ National Register of
Historic[Places. [ This[EAlwill[identify[suchltesourceslin the[ projectlareal and evaluatelthe
potential for[impacts [to them.

3.1.1.710penSpaceland Recreation

Thehiseoflopenispace, [andin[particular, [the[donversion(ofiparkland fis the focal [point o fithe NPS
actionlin[this[project.[ I Thel[potential [impactsresulting[ fromthe use ofl openlspaceland[the
conversion/ofiparkland will belevaluated in/this[EA.
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3.1.1.8ITransportation

Alkeyldspectofithe(built/énvironment(in/the BrooksILanding arealis[the [System[ofltransportation
facilities[servingthe[project andthe [immediate area. [[Thelproject ' would makel¢hanges(tothis
system,and the [potential impactresulting from[theselchanges will beevaluated.

3.1.1.9[[Energy

Onel Irequirementin[ 'the[ICEQ[Jregulations[Jis[ lan[Jevaluation lof lenergy![ requirements! and
conservationpotential[(11502.16), shichwill belaccomplishedinlthis [EA.

3.1.1.10Noiseland [(Qdor

Topicsloficoncernlidentified inthe SEQRA[EAF [and(carriedoverlinto [this[EA [drethose0flnoise
and(0dors thatmayresult from[theproject. [This[EA will [évaluate[the (potential (forimpact under
bothloflthesetopics.

3.1.1.11[[PublicHealth

ThelCityloflRochester, the Statelofl New[and the NationalPark[Serviceléndeavor(to[provide’a
healthfulland(safe(énvironmentfo 'the ¢itizens in[thelarea. Also, thefequirements[o fITEO[12898,
“EnvironmentalJusticelin[Minority’and Low Income[Populations,*“ directsfederal agencies to
assess[ whether[ their[Jactions[ havelldisproportionately[ high[Jand[Jadverse[ lhuman(health[Jor
environmentall effectslonl minorityl andlowlincome[ populations. [ This[EAlwillevaluate[the
potential for(suchlimpacts.

3.1.1.12 Growthland(CommunityCharacter

Section102[0fINEPA [mandates [that before(federal [agencies/makeldecisions, theymust/donsider
thel effects/ ofl their[actions on[thel quality[ ofl thelhumanlenvironment. [ Potential[sociall and
economicimpacts tesulting [from(the [projectnot(discussed inder otherlimpact [fopics[0f this[EA
will(belevaluated Here.

3.1.2 ImpactTopicsIdentified and Considered ButNot Addressed/inthis(EA

Severallissuesand/impact(topics (wereconsidered (becausetheywerepotentially [problematic, but
after further thought/were [determined mot [to (be relevant. [The followinglissues/andimpact topics
weremot/considered further/in/this/[document.

3.1.2.11PrimeFarmlands

ThelFederall Farmland[ Protection Policy Act[ (FPPA)[ofl 1987 requires( federal “agencies[to
consider(theladverseleffects their[programs/imayhavelon(the preservation ofl farmland, teview
alternativesthat/couldlessenladverse effects, [dnd [eénsure(that(their[programsaredompatible with
private,[local[and[state programsland[policies to[protect/farmland. TSincelheither the[Brooks
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Landing(areanor(the teplacement parcellis(located [on[dgricultural Tand, there (Will beno [further
discussion(ofthis(subject/in/this[EA.

3.1.2.2MWildlandScenicRivers

Section5(d)0fithe National 'Wild[and[Scenic Rivers[Act(16W.S.C.[1271[1287)requires that"In
all'planning fortheuise/and/development [0flwaterand relatedland[tesources, consideration/shall
be given(bylall federallagencieslinvolved/to potential mational Wwild, [Scenic/and [fecreational(tiver
areas." [IThe Genesee[Riverlin(thislarealisnot/designated/as(a[Wild[and Scenic/River, noris it
designated/as[part of the[Nationwide[Rivers[Inventory. T Assuch, no[further[eévaluation[ivas
conductedtinder!this topic.

3.1.2.3[Solel0rPrincipal DrinkingWater[Aquifers

Thelprojectlsitelis[notllocated [ within[the[limitsloflaldesignated USEnvironmental Protection
Agencyl Solel Sourcel Aquifer. Therefore, nol further[ processing[is[ required under[thel Safe
DrinkingWater/Actlof'1974.

3.2[] Description/ofithe Affected Environment
3.2.10) Land

ConversionParcel

Thel overall[topographylin[the[ Brooksl Landing[ area is that[ofl alshallow[valley![that slopes
graduallytowards(the(tiver[(Figure[50).[ITheldrea is[comprised [0fld[series ofllevelterraces that
descend/from[ Genesee! Street down[towards theltiver. I Theltesidenceslalong[theleastlsidelof
Genesee![Street(occurat/the highest(elevation. [TAt the tear[of their [properties, [theland[drops to
thelsecondlevel, [the former(c¢anal/railroadbed. [[East[0f this[terrace, theland[drops(again(to[the
park[land/South/Plymouth[ Avenuelelevation. [ [/East[]ofl Jthe[ !South!/Plymouth[ Avenue
sidewalk/GeneseeRiverway [Traillis[a[narrow [fiverbank [that slopes/downto [the[tiver. [North[of
South!Plymouthl Avenuelthelland gentlytises/ from[ eastlto[Wwest. [ Immediately[ southlof the
projectlarealwithin/GeneseeValleyPark West, [thelgroundlis level and[contains (baseball fields.

Thel¢ntire[Brooks/Landing[Urban[Renewal[District [(Exhibit A, Appendix[D)[occurs(in(alprel
disturbed[and[ preldeveloped  area. ]| Much[ of’ thel areal exhibits[ characteristics[ ofl previous
development/and[gradinglactivities, [Specifically[grading necessary/toaccommodate the former
Geneseel Valley[Canal and(later[altailroad, the[¢ity[street[system[and (utilities, [¢ommercial [and
residential (buildings, [parking(lots, and a[masonrylwalllalongthe (Genesee River.

Theportionloflaffected 6(f) parkland icombined with/adjacent/0penispace includeslapproximately
180(feet 0flwidth/between [the rear(oflithe existing[privateproperties/alongGenesee[Streetandthe
Genesee[River.[IWithin[these[180[feet, the following[eéxcavatedland[¢onstructedinfrastructure
components'have tunlor[¢urrently(tun(throughtheéntire[¢ombinedlarealof 6(f) parkland(to be
convertedlandladjacentOpen(space:

e 95[footwidelabandonedfreight railroad bed[(current)
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e 54linchldiameter buried force(main/sewer linelwith/éasement(0wned by Monroe
County[PureWaters[(current)

e Alburied fiber opticshitility lineadjacentto the 54 [inchforce main/(current)

e Anloriginal/vehicular rightoflway/ddjacent [to[the(Genesee River

e Passenger!railllinelalong(theoriginal vehicular(right[of wayland [€ast(oflthe freight
railroadbed

e Slfootlwidelpaved(sidewalkadjacentltothewestside(oflthelexistingvehicular
right/oflway/(current)

e 40[footwidelreconfiguredpavediand/curbed vehicularright [oflwayl((park road)
with[storm[sewers[through thesite[(current)

e 12[inchldiameter buried/gastainhitilitylinealongland between the 54 inchforce

main/sewer lineland [the Vehicularright lofTway((current)

4[inchBuried Wwatermain|((current)

Underground €lectricitilities [(current)

24[linchldiameter gravity[sanitary/sewer ain/(current)

10foot Wwide [paved(path betweenthe existing vehicular(right [oflwayland(the

Genesee[River

The[WUSGS[Soils Map[for Monroe County[(Figure[16)lindicates this[soillas Wb, UrbanlLand, or
soils(that/havebeen(solaltered orlobscured by lirbanworksland structures thatlidentificationlof
thesoils(is Mot feasible. The depthloflsoilto bedrock(atthelocation 0flthe hotelland restaurant(is
shallow.[IOn/average, theldepthlis[10[feetbetween/gradednd [bedrock. [[Soil test borings taken(at
this[locationlindicatel that up[to[ 8[feet ofl this[ soil has[ beenl imported. T"Alsubmittall dated
December(15,[2003 [from[Sear Brownlincludes mappingoflthe tesultsofltest borings, utilities
and[other [subsurfacefeatureson(the(site[(see Appendix [F). [Contaminated[soillandgroundwater
have[been detected [ within[Subl[Area Il flthe Brooks[Landing UrbanRenewal District. 1Thislis
discussedlinSection(3.2.11, [PublicHealth.

Togetherwith[ this telatively harrow[ extension” ofl Genesee[ Valley[ Park[ West, the[ adjacent
abandoned! freight[tailroad 'bedhascreatedal combinedlstretch[ofl Citylowned[land [ hosting
vehicular [ trafficland a three way[signalizedintersection. TAt[this/location, there is[ho[Visible
distinction/between(parklandland(citylowned [property.

Featuresland land hise(inthe vicinity/ofithe[projectlarealinclude:

e Aldensemeighborhood((the 19" Ward)west 6fithe project area. [Houses fange
from/onelstory/dottages/tolarge stately mansionsand(are/in(varying(degrees(of
condition.

e TheUniversity/0f[Rochester/¢ampus/and Bauschland ILombRiverside
Park/WilsonBoulevardlis/across/theriver to/thelast. TTherelisapedestrianbridge
where Brooks/Avenueand Plymouth/Avenue meet that/connectsto[Wilson
Boulevard.

e Commercial(buildings tothenorthdlong(Genesee Streetland[SouthPlymouth
Avenuelare primarilyfrom/the hid [fwentieth century. TMany/are [empty/or [in[poor
condition.
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e Allargel12storylsenior(citizen’s apartment building/called Plymouth(Gardens/to
themorth/oflithe Brooks/SouthPlymouthlintersection
e TheElmwood/Avenuelbridge.

SublAreallis[currentlydeveloped land[(with[and [without [structures) fronting (Genesee[Street(as
welllaslonlapproximately[0.9acres[ofl former canal/railroad tight ‘oflway.  Thelarealis(telatively
levellandwelllgraded(withno uniquelor inusual Tandforms. [Subl[Area Il [is[currentlydeveloped
land(withland without structures) [fronting[Genesee [Street.

Replacement Parcel

Thelareal ofl thel proposed! replacement( parcell isl comprised ofl approximately 19.5acresl of
undeveloped! tiver[ shoreline. T Thelarealincludes approximately[3.1[ acres[ of! steep[ vegetated
slopesland(16.4acresloflemergent wetlands/openiwater/along (3,000 inear(feet (0 fishoreline.

3.2.2[] Water

ConversionParcel

Thelmain/water featurelin/theprojectlisthe Genesee[River, which, [in[this drea, has[temainedin
relatively(the[samelalignment throughout tecordedhistory. [[The[Erie[Canal crosses/the (Genesee
River(within[Genesee[Valley Park upstream (from(the [ElImwood[Avenue[Bridge. [ [Thelsection/of
river[from/the[Erie[Canalnorth(to [the Court Street 'Dam, [is also¢lassified[as[part[oflthe Erie
Canallsystem. TRed[Creek feeds[into[the Erie[Canalljust[east[ofl the junction oflthe riverfand
canal. [ Thel Genesee[ River[ flows[ north[ throughl downtownRochester, and[ flows[ past[the
replacement [parcellprior(to/its([donfluencewithILake(Ontario.

ThelI1New[]Yorkl[ State[] Department[ | ofl | Environmental[ ] Conservation! | (NYSDEC)[Istream
classificationfor the Genesee Riverlat[Brooks/ILanding andalong the replacement(parcelis[Class
B, [Fresh(Surface[Waters. TAs(contained[in[6[NY CRR, [Chapter X, [Part[701, thebest use[of[Class
Blwaters(are[primarylandsecondary/contact(recreation(and [fishing. These[watersshall besuitable
forfish[propagationland survival.

Along(the! GeneseeRiver, thelbank[at[the Brooks/Landing!$itelislaltetaining[wallloriginally
constructed(as(aldamlabutment/on(the [fiver. IThe walllthat/temains/todayhas teceived [several
modifications. TAround 1920, the Canal Corporationconstructed [@nldpproximately 200 [foot long
section[ofinew[¢oncrete gravity(fypetetaining/wall [fiversidelof aportion[oflthe[stone masonry
wall. [TAt[approximately[the same [period, the City[of Rochester raised the top elevation oflthe
walllbylapproximately(2’2[feet/through/the [useoflalcastlinplaceconcretelcap. [[The mew concrete
walllsectionlandthe taising[oflthe [existing[wall[appear(to have[been[performed asia means to
accomplish(raising(the¢levation of[South[PlymouthAvenue.[TFinally,in the[¢arly[1990’s,[the
walllteceived minor modifications(to [feceivela new!continuous handrail for(the Riverway!frail
systemlimprovements.

Wetlands.[MWetlandsdreloftendssociated (Wwith[floodplains, [and federal[agencies/are [tequired fo
comply Wwith[the requirements 0f[EO 11990, [Protection/df ' Wetlands, [dlong withprovisions/of'the
Clean[Water[Act.[ITheNational [Wetland Inventory [((NWI) maps[¢reated by [the United [States
Department(ofitheInterior, 'show[thelriver(dlongBrooksLanding/as[R2ZOWHI(Figure(18). IThe
interpretation(0flthis/[Symbollis:
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Thelareasmapped (0n/the N Wlitaps (constitutewetland(dreas (for[the [purposelofDirector’s(Order
#7711:Wetland[ ProtectionI(see[ Section 4.2).[ /[ IFor[ the[ JU.S.['Army[ ICorps[Jofl [Engineers
classification(system, [this[particular[wetland[designationfor[the[GeneseeRiver would [not[bela
Federaljurisdictional “wetland. /[ ISite[ review [ of this[ site[ revealed[no[evidence[ ofl federal
jurisdictional wetlands within/theproject(area.

Therelaremno NY SDECdesignated freshwater wetlands Wwithinlorladjacent [to the [project(dreaniear
theldonversionparcel(Figure[17).

In[SublAreall, [ thelexisting[ drainagel currently[ consists ofl overland[ flow [ with[ storm[ sewer
collectionlassociated 'with[South[Plymouth[Avenue, Which[discharges/into[the (Genesee River!lat
various[points. [T Currently, all oflthelsalt,[ 0il, [sediment[and[pollutants¢collected by the[storm
sewers areldischarged Wwithout/treatment [directlylintothe river.

In[SublAreas1IlandII, [thelexisting drainage  currentlyconsists ofloverland[flow to(the City
tunnellsystem, Wwhich/is/treated beforedischarge.

Flood[Plain. [TTThel existing| conditions 100 year! flood boundary[and[thel floodwayl( for[the
Genesee[River/at/the BrooksILanding[isthe[same for all practical [purposes, and(is [plotted(on/the
FloodInsuranceRate Maps/inBigure(19,andlis[defined by:

1. U.S.[Department ofl Housing! and[ Urban Development[ Flood[Insurance! Study,[ City[ of
Rochester, New[York, MonroeCounty, May[1978;[and,

2. U.S.[Department[ofl Housingland[ Urban[ Development[National FloodInsurance[ Program
FloodBoundarylandFloodway[Map, [City[o0flRochester,[ New[York, Monroe County, May
1978.

ThelGenesee[River hasthe following/characteristics based[on[Table 1 ISummary/ofDischarges,
Page(14(oflthe(City0flRochester [Flood InsuranceStudy(FIS) [(U.S.Department 0fIHousing/and
UrbanDevelopment, 1978a).

Citylof'lRochester [FloodInsurance Study(FIS) Peak Discharges

Flooding[Sourceland Drainage Peak Discharges
Location Area
10 ear 50Year 100[Y ear 500[Year
GeneseelRiver
AtMouth 2,467(sq.mi.[1 | 23,3700cfs[1 | 23,370(cfs[1 | 23,370[cfs[1 | 23,370(cfs
Downstream[of/Black 2,3991sq. i 22.521(afs] | 27,969 cfs1 | 30,378[afs] | 36,483 [cfs
Creek
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Using [ the[ Citylofl Rochester[ FIS,thel following[ peak[discharges and floodlelevationsl were
obtained[at both[Brooks[Landingland/the teplacement parcel. [[Thelcorresponding[peak flood
elevations were[converted fromMNGVD[1929[to [City/Barge[Canal [datum(BCD), byladding[1.08
ft. tolthe[FIS(elevations:

Site[Peak Dischargesand PeakElevations (BCD)

Flooding[Source Drainage Peak Discharges
and(LLocation Area
10[Year 50 Year 100[Year 500([Year
GeneseeRiveri@ 2,4671sq. mi. 23,379(cfs 29,030cfs | 31,516(dfs 37,924 (dfs
TurningPoint[Park | (approx) (249.61) (250.11t.) | (250.6Mt) (251.11.)
BrooksTLanding 2,399(sq. M. 22,5211cfs | 27,969(cfs | 30,378[cfs 36,483 (cfs
(approx.) (515.11.) (516.6ft.) | (517.6[i.) (519.11.)

The[Brooks[Landing![$ite is located near[the downstreamlendlofl the [ Genesee[River, a[2,467
square[mile[watershed that/¢contains[allarge[flood[controlldamlat Mt. Morris,(NY.[1Thisflood
controlldam, [owned[and[operated by[the [US[Army[Corps[of Engineers, has[notlonlyteduced
flood[levels[significantly[ sincelits| construction[ in[11952, but[in[ combination withCTNOAA
precipitation[ gages and [ USGS[gaging! station flow[and[ elevation data,[ énables[ the National
Weather[Service(tolissue(teliable predictions ofl peak[¢elevationslandlassociated peak[times/for
floodlevents. The[Genesee River!dt/the site ismot/subject o significant[water level (fluctuations,
but(tatherlis[Subjectto [(broad flood [peaks(that ¢can(be predicted welllin[advance. ITheldamland
reporting systems already(in placewilleffectivelyreduce anyresidual risk.

Thelproposed(Brooks[Landingprojectlis located [adjacent foor[within[the[100 year flood[plain
and[the floodway, [and[is(thus(defined(as/apotential Tateral [éncroachment. Theldesignlofllateral
encroachments must/comply with[EO 11988 [and NY CRR [Part (502 regulations. TEO 11988, [dated
May(24,1977, requires@achFederal[dgency,in/carrying out(its [activities, [to [takeaction/toreduce
theltisk[ ofl flood[loss, minimize[thel impacts[ o0f’ floods, testore and preservel the haturalland
beneficial (values(served by floodplains, andlevaluate(the[potential (effects[oflanylactions/it may
takelin[ the[floodplainsolas[tolensurelits[planning[ programs!reflect! considerations[ ofl flood
hazardsland(floodplainhanagement.

New([York[State’s[Part 502 [tegulations are implemented o [énsure[thatthe ise o f Statelowned
landsland(thel siting,[ construction, administration”and [ disposition o0f’ State[ownedland[State[]
financed facilities/are[conducted/in/ways that will iminimize flood 'hazards[and losses. [[Stateand
Federalltegulations(tegardingfloodplainslalsol¢ite[the heed for[¢compliance with the National
FloodInsurance Program(INFIP), shich(the City [0f Rochesterislénrolled(in. [Failure(on(the [part
of'the[City[to[¢omply[with the[provisions oflthe NFIP, Wwhichlarela[part[oflthe[City’s[Zoning
Code,could[result/inlthe (Citybeingexpelled fromthe INFIP.

Replacement(Parcel

Thelreplacement(parcellislocatedadjacent(to [dnlenlargement(0f'the (Genesee River that formerly
functioned (as @lturning basin(forcargo [ships from/ILake Ontario [to [the morth. [[There [are two large
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cylindricall¢oncrete [fenders(dolphinmoors)linlthe (GeneseeRiver to [the Southlofltheparcellthat
wereconstructed(in[1962 by (theU.S.[Army[CorpsloflEngineers.

Wetlands.[MWetlandsdre[often dssociated (Wwith[floodplains, [and federal[agencies/are [fequired fo
comply Wwith[the requirements 0f[EO 11990, [Protection/df Wetlands, [dlong with[provisions/of'the
Clean[ Water[ Act.[ I Therelis[alNYSDEC[designated/ freshwater[ wetlandlareal (RH[9)located
adjacent/toland within[the replacement(parcel(Figure(52).[Mtlis(a[Class2 Wetland. [Tt will not be
impacted by(theproject. Therefore, thereldreno [requirements forpermitting (with(regard(to[State
wetlands.

The N WImaps((Figure[53)lindicate[wetlands(inlan(areasubstantially[¢ontiguous [with[the[state
wetland (mapping(at(the teplacement [parcel. [[Theyare(classified[as PEMSFland R2ZEM2G, which
mean:

P[] [TPalustrine
EM [[Emergent
500 [MNarrow(leaved/persistent
F[J  [ISemipermanent
and
R[] [Riverine
201 [MLowerPerennial
EM [[Emergent
2[1  [INonpersistent
Gl [ntermittently[Exposed

Theopenlwater(portion ofithe replacement(parcellisiclassifiedaslIR2ZOWH [(seeabove).

Within[thel teplacement( parcel,[ drainagel consists' ofl haturall overland[flow[into[thel Genesee
River.

Flood[Plain. [TTThel existing| conditions 100 year! flood boundary[and[the floodway!( for[the
GeneseeRiver!atthe replacement parcellis/thesame[for all[practical ipurposes,(and[is plotted [on
theFlood InsuranceRate Maps/inFigure[54.

Atltheteplacement [parcel,[the [peak [elevations/dre controlled by [the[LLake[Ontario Water[surface,
and(essentially’eéqualltothe(10[)(50[)[100Tand[500 year[peak e¢levations forLake[Ontario. The
replacement [parcellis(located/atiMile(2.0, (between/¢ross(sections N(and[O.[TAt[cross/section IN
(Mile[1.92),the[floodway widthlis[450(ft.[and [mean[floodway[velocitylis[4.3 ft/sec. [TAt[¢ross ]
section[O[(Mile(2.10),thefloodway width[is[732[ft.[and ‘mean[floodway velocitylis[4.7 ft./sec.
Basel flood[(100[year)[ elevations[arel thel same [ for with"and  without floodway[ conditions,
meaning that thefloodwayléncroachments/do mot(causelanlincreaselinwater [Surface €levation.

Inladdition, [alllexistinglands[on(the fiver side[oflthe[existing[floodwalllat BrooksILanding dre
shownon(the[FIS imaps(tobellocated within[the floodway. IThe[6(f) conversion parcellis[hot
located in(the[floodway, (but[Small (portions[oflthat [parcel’associated [(with[thestormwater[¢atch
basins/on/SouthPlymouth/Avenuearewithinlthe 100 year(floodplain.(see Figure(50).
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Thelproposed replacement (parcel’islocatedadjacentto (or (withinlthe100 [year(flood [plain[and the
floodway, [ and[is[ thus[ defined[aslal potentiall lateral encroachment.[ | Thel design[ ofl lateral
encroachments must/comply with[EO 11988 [and NY CRR [Part(502 regulations. TEO 11988, [dated
May(24,1977, requires@éachFederal[dgency,in carrying out(its [activities, to [takeaction/toreduce
theltisk[ ofl flood[loss, minimize[thel impacts[ o0f’ floods, testore and preservel the haturalland
beneficial (values(served by floodplains, andlevaluate(the potential (effects[oflanylactions /it may
takelin[ the[floodplainsolas[tolensurelits[planning[ programs!reflect! considerations[ ofl flood
hazardsland(floodplain[hanagement.

3.2.301 Air

Monroe! Countylisl currentlylanlairl quality[ attainment[arealinlaccordanceWwith/the National
Ambient[Air[Quality[Standards[(NAAQS). TAttainment[areas/are[those[geographic regionsthat
meet/thelhealth based INA AQS [for[particulate matter (PM ), carbonmonoxide ((CO), dand [0zone

(03).
3.2.4[Plants/and [Animals

ConversionParcel

Thenarrow [bank (between(the river 'wall ‘and[fluctuating [shore(line[oflthe [fiver) oflthe (Genesee
Riverlat! Brooks[ Landing[is partially[ vegetated with[ trees and[ shrubs[ south[ ofl the[ Brooks
Avenue/SouthPlymouth Avenuelintersection. [North[oflthelintersection, the banklis[ clear[of
mature Vegetationland [dffordsviews ip/and[down theriver(corridor. [{The[pedestrianbridgeand
access[tampoccupylalportionloflthelriver’sledge mnorth ofl the Brooks/Plymouthlintersection).
Thelslopelat(thewesternledgelofltheproject/arealadjacent(to the rear [of the properties fronting
Genesee[Street,[is[vegetated [(with(trees/andlarge [shrubsland [provides(an(eéffectivescreen for(the
residences(folthe west. [Thelslopelat(the eastern(édge ofthe former(canal (bedlislalso vegetated
with(frees and shrublunderstory. INo[vegetation otherthan[lawn arealexistswithin[theformer
canal/railroadbed. The(flanking [Vegetation(clearly(defines ‘thelédgesofithe[canal (bed [Withinthe
proposed WUrbanRenewal District Boundary.

Alstandofimature trees (withlawninderstoryloccurs/on/the morth(side[0f Brooks/Avenue [just€ast
ofl Genesee ! Street.[ [ This[ grovel (not Wwithinthel projectlor[irban[ tenewall district[ boundary)
provideslan(effective buffer/screening of the lower [portion[ofl the[Plymouth[Gardenshigh(tise
building[ tothel north.[ T This[ vegetation serves asl an[ abrupt! transition! from[thel developed
intersection/South[Plymouthl Avenue'¢orridor[to[parkland. TSouthlofBrooksl Avenue, several
maturetrees exist[within/the lawnlareal(the conversion parcel,[see Figure 50) that imark[the
northerly/eéntrancelinto/Genesee ValleyPark [West.

The New Y ork(State [Department 0 flEnvironmental Conservation (NYSDEC)Wildlife[Resources
Center[Natural[Heritage Program[was[contacted regarding[the presencelofl significant[habitat
areas/andlendangeredand threatened(species. [[In(aletter dated (February(3,2003, (Appendix[G)
the[ Division[ ofl Environmental Permits, Region[ 8 tesponded| thatthel project location[ was
screened[using[ the informationin[the[NYSDEC’s[Master  Habitat Databank [ (MHDB), [Which
contains/aldatabaseloflinformationlonWNew Y ork[State’s[tare, threatened, andendangered fish,
wildlife((including/invertebrates)and (plantsland rare[0r[exemplarymaturall[dommunities anaged

Page3(10

June2005



by(theWNew [York Natural[HeritageProgram. IThe Natural HeritageProgram/database[included
two occurrences!in/the vicinityoflitheproject(asishown/on/Table[31.

Table3 1. [Listings from(the New[York Natural Heritage Program Database

CommonName Scientific[Name Status ObIs‘:::'e d Location
g;neflrelcan Burying Nicrophoruslamericanus Endangered | No[Date[]| Rochester
NorthernWild[Comfrey Cynoglossumvirginianum Endangered 1881 Rochester

var.[boreale

ANYSDEC AmericanBuryingBeetle Fact Sheet' [indicates this beetle!is(also [ federally listed
Endangered(Species and(is[considered[eéxtirpated [ fromNew Y ork. TAccording(to [the[literature,
the[ beetle! seems!( to[ bel largely[ restricted[ to[ areas! most[ undisturbed[ by human(influence.
Therefore, [it[is[ nhotl considered likely! to[ find[this[ specieslin[thel developed and[urbanized
surroundings(ofithe BrooksILandingproject/area.

Accordingto the New England [Plant[ConservationProgram/Conservation/and ResearchPlan(for
NorthernWild[Comfrey, [this(species(is/an[understoryherb that(occursprimarily(in/fransient(and
disturbed areas[oflupland forests/with mesic, [calcareous soils. (It [goes[on[to [state[that Northern
Wild[ Comfrey[ populationstend[ to[ grow[in[ shallow, calcareous( soils, in[ mid successional
cedar/hemlock/hardwood (forests. [ TPlants areoften foundlin/veryrocky(soils[or onsteep(slopes
and [tend [to [grow [in[tree[fall[gaps, none [0f'whichloccur(onlthe Brooks/LLanding site.

The[Nature[ Conservatory( ranking[ indicates! thatlit[ is[ al widespread[ species,[ abundant, and
apparently(secure, [thoughit ‘maybelquite(rare in[parts[oflits[range, eéspeciallyat[theperiphery,
includingNew [Y ork.[TAccording [to[the Rare [Plant [Status IList[for WNew [Y ork [State, [its[0Occurrence
forlMonroe[County!is/listed[as/probable. 1The last [documented observationlin(Monroe[County
was(in(1881,accordingto[theNew Y ork (State IDepartment(0f [Environmental(Conservation.

TheNew[England/Plant[Conservation[Program/Conservation'and [Research[Planlalso (notethat
Northern[Wild[Comfrey does notteproduce clonally, [butlis'dependent onlanimals(to[disperse
their(seeds((seeds(are[coveredlin bristles/thatattach(fo [dnimals)to [suitable habitat. It [dlso (notes
that(sSeeds/arefew[dnd large, and maymnot(lastlonglin/theSoil[Seed (bank. [[Given that,linladdition
toltheldevelopedand urbanized[surroundingslofl the[project(site, [it[seems highly unlikely that
NorthernWild[Comfreywouldlexist onlsiteiflit hasmotbeen(continually [present.

TheNational Marine [Fisheries/Serviceand the United [States[Department (o fthe Interior (Fishland
Wildlife[IService werel lalso contacted[ regarding[ ithe[ possiblel presencel of! threatened! Jand
endangeredspecies[and habitat areas.[ The National Marine[Fisheries[Service tesponded![that
there aremo l[endangered (or(threatened [species(inthe ipland [project area ((Appendix[G). The [Fish
and[Wildlife[Servicelteplied [(Appendix [G)[that[nofederally(listed [or[proposed ‘endangered [or
threatened! $pecies iinder(their[jurisdiction[are known[tolexistlin[the[project impactlarea. TIn

! http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/endspec/abbefs.html.
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addition, [nohabitatin[the impactarealis currentlydesignated[or[proposed[fcritical habitat’[in
accordancewiththe[Endangered [Species Act.

Thelprojectlsitel lies adjacent/ to thel Genesee[ River[and[ is[ bounded [ by urban[ arterials and
developed(dreason/the remaining/(threesides. Typical urbaniwildlife maybe present(in(the area,
including[ various[bird[ species, squirrels, and[likely[theloccasionalltaccoon, opossum, skunk,
rabbitand[smallerrodents.

SublAreasIl[and 1l1'are ore(developed/than'Sub[Area I, [with minimalvegetation and Wwildlife
potential.

Replacement Parcel

Thelteplacement ! parcellincludeslemergent and[ open[water [ wetland[ habitat and[steep(sloped
wooded habitat comprised [primarilyofloaks, mapleland[ash. 1Thewooded arealis[part[of the
wooded Genesee[River gorgethat[¢onsists[oflaltelatively indeveloped[¢orridorlalong/the tiver
within'asurrounding irbanleénvironment. [It(is[also [within[a[coastal [boundary(where it has [been
designated by the(NYSDECTlaslalSignificant[Coastal Fish[ & Wildlife[Habitat area. TWildlife
likelylin(the woodedarealincludes(raccoon, rabbit, fox, coyote, striped [skunk, woodchuck, field
rodents, [ weasels[ and [ Whitetail [ deer, [ Wild[ turkey, and[ various otherwvoodlandand prey[bird
species.[ [ Wildlifel in[ the[ wetland[ areas[ includes! muskrat, mink[and[ various reptiles and
amphibians.

Theltriver[in[this[areal supportsal warm/[water[ fisherylalong [ with[$pring[ and[falll salmonid
populations. TWarm/water[species tiypicallylincludeblack (bass, [dcommon(carp,and morthern/pike.

InfanEnvironmentall Assessment[(EA)[for(the Genesee Riverway[Trail[Project, the INYSDEC
Wildlife[Resources Center Natural Heritage[Program(was[¢ontacted [ tegarding [the presencelof
significant habitatareaslandeéndangered(and threatened/species. [Tn/alletter [dated[August(7,12002,
three historical ‘occurrences|ofltare(vegetation were teported. IA[field[investigation[oflprobable
habitat¢onductedon[October(8,2002 [did notidentify[the presence0f anyloflthe[species[(Sear!
Brown,2004)

TheNational Marine [Fisheries/Serviceland the United [States[Department 0 f'the Interior (Fishland
Wildlife[IService werel lalso[ contacted[ regarding[ ithe[ possiblel presencel of! threatened! Jand
endangeredspecieslandhabitatlareas(in[the[Vicinity of thereplacement parcel.[ TheNational
Marine[ Fisheries[ Servicel responded on December( 8,/ 2003 that[therelare holendangered[ or
threatened(speciesunder their jurisdiction/in[the immediatelarea. [TheFishland [Wildlife Service
repliedonlAugust(13,2002 [thatno federallylisted [or [proposed iendangered [or[threatened [Species
under their jurisdictionlare known(foéxist/in[the[projectimpact/area. [In addition, no (habitatlin
theimpactlarealis currently[ designated[or[proposed[fcritical habitat’[in[accordance with[the
Endangered(Species[Act/(SearBrown,2004).
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3.2.500 AestheticResources

ConversionParcel

The BrooksILanding[projectsite[0ccurs/southand west oflthe [center [city (Figures [ES[1[and[T). [t
is(bounded by theGenesee River(tolits/east, (GeneseeValley Park (West[and [Elmwood[Avenueto
thelsouth, ‘andthe[Brooks/Genesee ¢commercialland(residential neighborhoodto the fhorthand
west. [[It[is/theirbanized [denter 0 flan/éstablished residential meighborhood.

Figure[20[is(a[panoramiclview[oflthe[project(site[from[the ¢ast(side[oflthe tiver[(University [of
Rochester(side). [This[view [0flthe west fiver [bank [extends fromPlymouth(Gardens/on[the morth
to well(beyond/Grandview [Terrace(to[the south. [[Asmoted lon[Figure (20, the major features/such
as thel intersection of’ Brooks/Plymouth[/Avenues! and[ Grandview![ Terracel arel labeled! for
reference. [ ITheltestaurant/andhotel ' will ‘occurnorth[of Grandview [ Terrace. [ITheboat/landing
willloccupylaportionloflthelactualtiver[bank [asshown. [IThe [tiverbank[vegetation northland
southlofltheboatlanding Wwill[temainlas albufferbetween[the tiver[shoreland[thelproposed
development (seelalsolplaniview, Figures4and49).

Thel(1.38acrelconversionparcellandladjacent ROW/open(space supportlevel terraced lawnlareas
with[mature(trees and[slopes. [ TA[shrub[Vegetated ipward slopelseparates the ¢onversion parcel
from(the( former(¢anal/railroad[ROW/[(Figure[50). I Theltear yardslofltesidences that[frontlon
Genesee![Street back up [fothistROW [and/sit[at[alhigher[elevation[(approximately[15°[20’)[than
thelriver. [[Views from(the(residencesto the river are(screened by existing [vegetation. [Duelto [the
treesand[landformlinlthislarea, [ views[arellimited[to[ horth[South[Views ofl South! Plymouth
Avenueland[thel park[andltolallesser[ degreel hortheastsoutheast! filtered vistas[ ofl theltiver
corridor. TBuildings(dlong [GeneseeStreet [@and Brooks[Avenue @re(generally [Screened [from(view.
Themostvisually prominent (structure Withinthis drealis the high[tise senior [dpartment [building
justmorthlofithe projectlsite. [InlareasWwhere [the [shoreline vegetation is low [or [thin, [filtered Views
ofltheriver, pedestrianbridge, [and ‘the WniversityoflRochester(campus [exist.

From/the[Genesee/Brooks/commercialldrea, [ views[of the[tiver drelonly [possible immediatelylat
thelintersection. IStructures/and/or [vegetation[block alllother views[to[the[tiver ¢orridor. [1The
structures [thatmakeup the commerciallarealofithe Brooks/Geneseelintersectionhavelalrundown
appearance!attributable [to [the economicldecline(thathas dccurred(for(several years. TAlthough
thel siting[ and[architectural(style[0fl somelofl thel structures may[ belofl interest, [ the[ general
disrepair(and deterioration ofithebuildings/doesnotpositively [contributeto [the [Visual desources
oflthelarea.

Replacement Parcel

Due!tolsignificant topographicall¢levational (ranges, the[teplacement[parcelloffers spectacular
views from/thehigherlevels(ofithe river(gorge, the morthern(diver corridor(and ‘the furning (basin
(Appendix(L).[[Views[from/the river’sledgelincludethelsteepwooded slopes, the wetland/arealin
the[turningbasin, ‘along[with old[docks, boat[slips andbulkheads reminiscent ofl the[turning
basin’s[pastuse ds/anlindustrial site.
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3.2.6!] Historicland[Archaeological Resources

Conversion[Parcel

AlCultural Resources[Report was[preparedin[ April[ 2003 (Appendix[H) to documentthe key
featureslin(thellandscape(thatlarelcruciallto[the historicintegrity ofl the[Brooks/Landinglarea.
Following alreview [0flthe richlhistoryloflthelarea, the Heportlincludes/anlinventorylandanalysis
oflsite[features andlidentifies[S‘character[defining [features™[as defined[in the [Secretarylof the
Interior’s[ Standards  for the Treatment| of! Historicl Properties (1966)inder(thel ¢categories of
circulation, matural(systems, Water [features, surroundings, Wegetation and [structures/asfollows:

Circulation

The Genesee Riverlis indoubtedly(the most/significant (featureoflthis/area. TTheformation/of
the[Pinnacle Rangel¢reated allargelsweeping/bendlin[the(river. 1This[bend, in[¢onjunction
with(theshallow waters(intherapids(area, influenced [the location0flthe Tndian [trail/crossing.
Theltraill¢rossroads/also promoted alplace(forfrading and [camping. [[During/the Settlement
Eralthe(tapids(teinforcedthis(arealas alplace to stop. [Thoselmovinglgoods downlthe tiver
towards Rochester were! forced to inload[ boats[beforel teaching[ theltreacherousl shallow
waters. [[During[theDevelopment Era’almultitude [ofltransportation/toutes andmeans([¢ame
andwent/throughl/this(area. [From[canals(and railroads, [to roads, [trolleys [ines, (bus foutes/and
airports, ‘the/donstant hasbeenthe river.

Brooks[ Avenue, Genesee! Street and[ South[PlymouthAvenuelall havelsignificancelin that
they(follow(the[general [pathlofThistoric Indian/frails. [They[define(the approach(that(people
havetakentolandfrom/theproject/arealsince@arly history.

Becauseofl Olmsted’s[ reputation for[ masterfullyldesigned[ parks, and[because of! ithe
significantimpact(thatthe GeneseeValleyPark hade((and (hakes)uponlits/surroundings, the
integritylofithe(original park [plan/shouldbe considered(as/character [defining.
Thelmostlevident[existing artifact oflthe[¢anal and[tailroad through(the projectlarealis the
pathloflthe[Genesee[Valley[Canal/Railroad. [IAlthoughby its'¢completion[thelaspirations/for
thelcanalfo belamajor morth/south(fransportation toute were[overshadowed by the[progress
oflrailroads, [it[stands/as/arecord 0fiboth(historical modes ofltransportation.

Thel[Old[ State[ Dam[and[the feeder[canallalsolhavelhistorical significance.[ [ Neither[was
located [within[the [boundaryloflthe[projectlarea, but[there are/temains ofl alretaining/wall
associatedwith/thedam along(thefiver[bank within[Subarea 1. Previous/freatments/around
thiswalllhavebeen(sensitive to mitigating/its/disturbance.

Natural Systems

Inladdition[to the (Genesee River, the/glacier formedPinnacle Rangelisaland [feature/thathas
impacted[the[projectlarealthroughouthistory. [ TIts peak[to theleast, at[ Cobbs Hill,is[the
highest[pointlin[Rochester. [Its[western[end$submergeslinto the[Genesee[Riverlacross(the
river from(thelproject area. 1Views[of thislland[featurelare[character defining. [ [Susan[B.
Anthony, [ds/a[young girl, [is[documented(asdescribing this[view [down/what is[now [Brooks
Avenue.

Thelfopographylofithe[projectlareal¢anlalsobel¢onsidered(as[¢character(defining.[TThelevel
terrace areas/descending(to [the river (havelexisted [throughouttecorded historyland haveleach
hadlanlassociated ise(distinct[from[eachldther((the ipper levellllresidences; midlevelTicanal
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and[later[ trailroad;[ lower[ level[+[vehicularl and[ pedestrian! circulation). [ Inladdition,[ the
topographylprovides/aldistinctispatialldefinition/for/the(area.

Water Features

Asotedlabove, the(Genesee River’s(donfiguration/is(aisignificant(character(defining feature.

Surroundings

Locatedlon[Congress[Avenue, west[oflthe[project/area, [the Rapids[Cemeterylhas headstones
that (dateback o [the €arly 19" (Century. [The [two [acre plot was Set @side By Wadsworth(in the
early(settlementoflthe Rapids[(the[formername0flthe Brooks/Plymouthldrea). Placed ipon
alslightlhill, [there(still [éxists[a[nice[View [oflthe[GeneseeBaptist[Churchlsteeplelon[Brooks
Avenue.[TAlthough/many!oflthe headstones are(missing/or have beenldestroyed, it ‘marks(a
significant historic periodofithe meighborhood. [Thoughmot Wwithin[the projectboundary, [it[is
tied[tothe historicalldevelopment ofithe [project(area.

Thelexisting[ Genesee[Baptist[ Churchlislocated[just[Wwest[ ofl the project areaonl Brooks
Avenue.[[Originally(called/the Rapids(Baptist[Church, [it 'was [built[in[1845 [and was founded
by [ Otis[ Turner.[ [ It[isCdocumented[ that[this[ churchlwas[ established[to [ imission[ to[the
“particularlybad”[people "ofl the[ Castletown[ settlement[[(the preRapids/ namel ofl this
settlement(arealon(the(tiver). IThis[building[is significantlinlits historical [andarchitectural
value,and/it[should beconsidered a/character(defining feature.

TheUniversityloflRochester was @stablished(circal1850.[[The land[of'the (Gurrent(campus was
obtained from/alswap [agreement with[Qak Hill Country[Clublarranged By (George [Eastman/in
1925 [dtiwhich/fimelit Wwas[relocated folits [current location[On/the [diver. [[LLocated(at [thefip [of
the[Pinnacle[ Range,[the Genesee[ River sweepslaround[the vestern edge ofl campus. [ TA
handfulloflbuildingsexisted [onlthe [site hintilithe campus[planwasimplemented linlthe 1920’s.
Theplan(consisted [0flaformallconfigurationwith buildings flankingdmall. [The [centerpiece
was[the[RushRhees[Library.[1ts tower still[tfemains(fo this[day(themajor[focal[point ‘o flthe
campus(and [Surrounding(area, [and [thelicon oflthe university. [IThe[¢ampuslis al¢character(]
definingfeatureforlitslarchitecturelanditscultural (contributions.

ThelOlmsted designed Genesee[Valley Parkis[d major(cultural resource [to ‘the meighborhood
and[ thelcity.[ 1 Sincelits[ conception in[ 1888, this picturesque park[ has beenlal popular
destination/for[residents(and visitors [seeking[recreation/andrelaxation.

Vegetation

Thel vegetation[and[llawn[ lareas[ immediately[ ladjacent[to ‘and [ lwithin[ the project/Jarea
contributes [to [the park(setting [and[Olmsted [character(oflthis/section[0fiGeneseeValley Park.
Althoughmotloriginalto(theearly(park [plans[(thispart/ofithe [park 'was(added[inthe1930’s),
thisarealblends[seamlessly[with the originalpark[by[Virtuel oflthe mature vegetation and
maintained lawn areas.

Structures

While honel ofl thelbuildings  within[the boundary[oflthe projectlareahavel anylknown
documented historicallsignificance, [therelis/tecord[oflstructuresin(this[area from[¢ity[plat
maps. [Tt[is Moteworthy that @t one [point [inthe[19" Gentury(there Were up fo five hotelsin/the
vicinity/ihland@aroundSubareall.
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e SubareasIlland1II  ¢ontainlexisting[¢commercial ‘buildings’on[Geneseel Street near Brooks
Avenue.[IThelhistoryland[age ofl these buildings is[undocumented[ by the locallhistorical
society. [Most/ofithese/buildingsarelin(serious/disrepair. [[The mostlarchitecturallysignificant
building[within the[projectlarealis/located on the horthwest[¢orner ofl GeneseeStreetland
Brooks Avenue. Tt [is @ fwo story brick (building from/(the early 20" [Gentury. [Tt s [significant
primarily(by(virtue(oflits [corner(location, By itsdetails, and [because it [is[part (0 fla[continuum
of'similarlyscaled [and/detailed [dommercial buildings that flank (Genesee[Street [to the morth.

e Thelexistingriveriwalllinthe Vicinity 0flthe [projectiarealis(alsocharacter [defining. The [river
walllappears/to be alremnant/ofthe OldState[Damthatloccurredlin/thissection(oflthe river
and appearsin/the(darly[(1889[1893)[Olmsted [plans for(thepark.

The cultural themes (oflthe river, fransportation/and [recreationwerelalso lidentified[in [the [(Cultural
ResourcesReport.

The proposed development willloccurion/lands/adjacent(to(the GeneseeRiveriandonllandsoflthe
former[Genesee[Valley[Canal, [and, (Tater, [a[tailroad [tight [0 f'way. [[The[Genesee[Valley[Canal’s
precise limits/and[éxtenthave mot beenlinvestigated at(this(time. [Tt/ does[not/appear(that(there are
anyknown/canalstructures((locks, weirs, €tc.). [The WNew Y ork (State (D ffice[0fIParks, Recreation,
and[ Historic[ Preservation[in[itsrolelasl the[ State[ Historic[ Preservation Office[ (SHPO)[has
determined thatthe New[Y ork [State (Canal [System, [all[publicand [private[predecessor canals,(and
allléxtantremains/are€ligible for inclusion/on[the National Register 0f Historic[Places.

The1.38acrel¢onversion[parcelislocated [in[Genesee[ Valley[Park. [ TDuring[the [period [of the
early[Genesee[Valley[Park, thelconversion[parcelsite[consisted [ of privatelylowned, developed
parcels(thateéventually wereldcquired, demolished [dnd includedinto [the [park (boundary!(at(a later
date.[TFigure[23,[from[the 1910 City[oflRochester Atlas, [ $upports the fact/that development
historicallyloccurred [on/the conversion[parcel.[[Based[onladditional thistoric[map(tesources, it
appearsthatthebuildings were removed [Sometime between 1910(and (1918, [about [the time [when
thelland forming[SublArea llwas[putlinto [the [park [System.

The1926PlatBook0fl[Rochester, (published by [Hopkins (Co., [indicates that by 1926 [the [project
site[Wwaslincluded[as[part ofl Geneseel Valley[ Park [ (Figure[23).[ 1 Researchlinto[the Olmsted
Archives(tesultedinseveral imaps[spanning[from[1889fo[1912[dealing with[the [park [area north
oflElmwood[Avenue. [IFigures[24through[30[show[designed improvements morth o f Elmwood
Avenue(that[terminate(southlof the[project[site. [[Figure[28[is a tecord map[from the Olmsted
Archives,[dated[1912,thatwas[developed for(the addition oflthe Barge Canallthrough(the park.
TheBrooks(Landing[projectboundaryhasbeendverlaidonto[d[copylofithis[map(toillustratethe
relationship0fithe [proposed [projectto [the Mistoricpark (plans/(Figure31).

Inlalletter(datedAugust14,12003, the[SHPO [determined (that the (Genesee Valley [Park[is[¢ligible
forlinclusionon/the National [Register [0flHistoric [Places. [IThe [SHPO [further(stated [its[0pinion
that[Subl[Arealllcontributes fo[thePark’s[significance, éven(thoughlit'wasnotloriginally [part[of
thePark because,

.LILIthe[Olmsted!design/forthe Rochester Municipal[ParkSystem did ot remain
unaltered, 'butlinsteadprovided|thel groundworkfor subsequentdevelopment by
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the Citylduringthe(Reform[Park|Eraland othertwentieth¢entury movements|that
reflected alshiftin philosophywegarding|the designland functionlof public|parks.
Forlhistoricl preservationandénvironmental review purposes, the contributing
components|ofiGenesee Valley Parkland thelMunicipal [ParkSystem|of Rochester,
New[Yorklincludelall pre(195 1 features, Whetherdesigned by the Olmsted firm or
implemented|by(the Citylinlsubsequentrenovation'and éxpansioncampaigns.

Thelpark/also(contributes|to ‘the [setting (0fltheWniversity[0fIRochester’s[River[Campus, whichis
eligibleforlinclusion/on/the National RegisterofHistoricPlaces.

Areaslofltecent [ disturbance [ Would[precludelthelexistencelofl archaeological[tesources ofl any
value.[1Thelarea withinthe approximately[ 180 feet of width[(conversion parcel and[adjacent
canal/railroad right(of'way)[ between! the[ existing[ private[ properties and thel Genesee  River
includes’anumberlofldocumentedutilities[(see Section(3.2.1Land). TA teport/dated December
15,2003 [ from[ Sear Brown[ (Appendix | F)[includes Figure[ B2[ along[with[imapping[ ofl other
disturbances/and hitilities[on/thesitethatldocumentsprevious/disturbances. [Figure 48 [depicts the
54linchldiameterforcemainland/24inch[diameter(sanitary[sewer profiles/that dccurlwithin the
former(cdanalbed. TThisldrawing!illustrates(that(thelinstalleddepth[ofithe[sanitarymainsexceed
thebottom/oflthe former/Canalprism.

In[SublAreas[1Iland 111, thelstructures/thatare morelthan[ 50 years old[are documented inla
StructurallArcheological [Assessment/includedas/Appendix(I. [This includes the listofproperties
and[ photographsofl each.[ ] Becausel[ ofl thel prior[ development, [ therel arel hol archaeological
resourcesanticipated in/theselsublareas.

Replacement Parcel

Much/ofithe woodedplateau [drea situated[above ‘the furning (basin/oflthe [riverwas iitilized[in [the
latterhalfloflthe[ 19" [andearly 20" ¢enturies [as tailroad sidings, [as évidenced by[the[several
valleysand/berms [present(in[the(landscape. Thelarealalllalong[the[Genesee Riverin/the Vicinity
ofl the  replacement( parcel is[ considered to bel anlarcheologically( sensitivel area dueltolthe
attraction(oflthe(Genesee River. Therelis [ittle likelihood[of finding [cultural fartifacts[in[most[of
thelsite[due[to [Steep[slopesandwetland areas. [ lInlan[Environmental[ Assessment [((EA) for[the
Genesee RiverwayTrailProject, Phase 1 Aland[1B Cultural Resource[Surveys Wwereldone [for that
project,[whichlincludes(the teplacementparcel. [ITherewere no [(known[¢ulturaltesources inlor
eligible for[the National [ Register 0fl Historic/ Places impacted[by![that[project[(Sear Brown),
2004).

3.2.711 Open(Spaceland Recreation

Conversion[Parcel

Frederick Law[Olmsteddesigned (wWhat became[Genesee [ Valley[Park laround[1888. [TInthe[early
1920’s,[anlareal ofl former[ hotel sites[ just'south”ofl the[ Brooks/South Plymouthintersection
becameldedicated parkland, and becamelan/extension/ofiGenesee Valley Park 'West.

Approximately[1.38 [acres[ ofl dedicated [ 6(f) ‘parkland(partlofl Geneseel Valley Park[ West)[is
proposed [for(alienation/and ‘conversion[(Figures34[and(35). TAnladditional1.39[acres[of City[]

Page3(17

June2005



owned vacantland/(the formeridanalland(railroadright ‘0f ' way)(adjacentto(the parkland willlalso
belitilized for(the fedevelopment [project. [The(1.38acres 0fl6(f) dedicated [parklandfis [comprised
oflapproximately0.68acres[of lawnlarealand 0.7 [acresoflpavedfoadwaylandsidewalks[(South
Plymouth[Avenue). TA[0.6(acrelstrip 0flland [ddjacent [to 'the riveris[6(f)dedicated [parklandthat
contains/the[Genesee[Riverway[Trailland[will [temain(as/such[(Figures(35and [ES3Figures(35
andES(3).

Thelprimaryrecreational value o flthe/conversion/parkland landtheadjacent/openispacelispassive
recreational. [[This/0ccurs mainly(as[visual[greenspace/formotorists(on[South[Plymouth[Avenue,
users/oflthe Genesee Riverway (Traillthat pass/adjacent tothe proposed/conversion/parcel, and/to
almuchmorelimited/degree, 'to [persons/viewing[theldreasfrom(the ¢astbank [ofthe(river. The
narrow[linear[¢onfigurationlofl¢onversion[parcel, lits[terraced [fopography, [its distance [from[the
main[parkandlitsamenities, and its[adjacency(tothe highly traveled[South[PlymouthAvenue,
renderlitTess[suitable for(anyother recreationallactivitylotherthan visual.

With[thel creation[ 0fl Genesee! Valley[ Park[along[ both[thel east and westsides of theltiver,
Olmsted’s[design/tevealed the river’smatural (beautylandlits[potential ‘aslalrecreational fesource.
Theparkplanlincludedlhiking paths,[balll grounds, tennis' grounds, gymnasticl grounds, open
meadowsand (wooded!areas,[asWwell [@s/boat landings. [[Todaythe(facilities(atthis (800 [acre park
includealgolfidourse, [softball,[soccerland cricket fields, cross/country/ski trails, picnic[pavilions,
and(alrecreation/denter Wwitha/gymnasium(and lice[rink. [Theriver, whichwindsthrough'the park,
islsed[forboatingandfishing. [The Wniversitylof'Rochester dlso witilizes [the riverfortheir(crew
team. [ [Oneloflthe Targesthigh(school cross[¢ountryfunning/évents(in(the[country, the McQuaid
Invitational,hasbeenheld in[the[park[for[B9[years. [ Thislannual eventlinvolves over 5,000
runners/from(5(states and (Canada.

Alnumber[ ofl trailsare[located within[ Genesee Valley[ Park, [including the Genesee Valley
Greenway [ Trail, [the[Canalway Trail,[and [the[GeneseeRiverway[Trail. [IThe[northern terminus
(milemarker[0) oflthe(Genesee[Valley(Greenway[Trailloccursat/the junction[of/theErie[Canal
with(the (Genesee River, whichlis Southoflthe [project(area. [The (Genesee Riverway(Trail [éxtends
alongboth/sides[ofithe(Genesee Rivermorthloflthejunction with[the Erie(Canal [(Figures(12[and
13).[1Itlextends[through/the [ Brooks[Landingprojectlarealalong/the(west[side oflthe tiver and
continues[tothe north. [ The0.6[acre portion ofl the Brooks/Landing project(thatlcontains[the
Riverway/traillis [eéxisting [6(f) [parkland ‘thatwill rfemain(as 6(f) [parkland [(Figures 35[and [ES[3).

In[SublAreall, [therelisapproximately[0.9[acres 0flopen space (formercanalland(railroad right [
oflway).[ I Thelsouthernportion(is currentlyused for overflow [ parking[ for[the commercial
establishments[on[Genesee[Street. [[Theleastledgeof this[undeveloped tight (0f waylisbordered
by ld[maturelstand l0oflhardwoods [(that(are motwithin/the WUrban[Renewal District[boundary). [The
westlis[bordered by the rear ofl the[¢commercial [$tructures on Genesee Street. [MIn[SublAreallll,
therelisno [parkland, Openispace, orrecreational [area.

Thel City[ ofl Rochester[ classified [ environmentally[f‘sensitive” [ areas inthe[ 1970’s[ that Wwere
adopted(as Chapter(48 ofithe City(Codelin[1978. [Theselareas Wwere(later[changed [fo [correspond
with[the New Y ork[State[Environmental[Quality[Review [Act[(SEQRA)[designation[as[Critical
Environmental[Areas[(CEA’s).[These areas[are(listed on[theINY SDEC[websiteunder[Critical
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Environmental[Areas[0f{MonroeCountywith @n(eéffective date of March(14,(1986.% [Since that
time[minor[¢hangeshave beenmade(to[theldefinition ofltheselareas/in[Chapter(48[oflthe[City
Code.[[Theldode(currentlylincludesthe followingascritical €nvironmental(areas:

(a)[Land[within[100feet ofithe Wwall, bankor(gorgeofithe(GeneseeRiver orloflthehighl
water (tark [0fILakeOntario.

(b)[ISlopesland(crests(ofithe following glacial formations:
[1]/CobbsHill.
[2]PinnacleHill

[3][Thellesser hills, comprised[ 0f kames, kettles and[ eskers, [ generally[located
between(the Conrail [Railroad[tightoflwaylon(the West andInterstate[Route[590
on!thel east, and[ generally( situated [ horth[ of  HighlandAvenue, encompassing
Mount [HopeCemeteryland Highland [Park.

(c)TAreas(zonedlas Open/Space District.
(d)TAnyprojectiarealwhichlis(atleast[50%covered by steep slopes0f15% [origreater.

(e)MHeavilywooded(land, which[shall be/defined as/anldrea oflat (least two [acres [With at
least30%loflits[area/dovered bylalcanopylofimaturetrees.

(f) [ [ Freshwater [ wetlands[ designated [ pursuant( to[ Article[ 24 [ ofl the[ New[ Y ork[ State
EnvironmentalConservationLLaw.

(g)TAreas/designated/as/drainage[systemson/the Official Street Map.

(h)TFloodplains.

Basedlon(these(definitions, [SublAreallmay belconsidered[d[CEA based [0n((a), (c)and (h)above.

Replacement Parcel

Thelreplacement parcellfor(the/conversionlis/located [ddjacent to [and morthof Turning[Point [Park

along the[Genesee River[(Figures(46[and(47).[ 11t ¢onsists0fl 19.5acres of undeveloped tiver

shoreline. [A[CSXrailroad[and(d[tesidential meighborhood bound theland [fothe [west dand north

(Appendix[L).1Thelproperty[c¢onsists oflapproximately(3.1[acres o fl steep[vegetated(slopes,[7.5

acres/oflemergent wetland/areas(and(8.9acres of open(waterwetlands(along 3000 linear(feet of
shoreline. [IThelGenesee[Riverway Traill¢currently [énds in[TurningPointPark [just/southlof the

replacement [ parcel. [ Planslare[ being  developed[toléxtend[theltrailltol[the horth[throughlthe

replacement [parcel(to the[@’RorkeBridgeand[the Port(0fIRochester at TLakeOntario [(Figure ES ]

1).

2See http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dcs/seqr/cea/ceamonroe.html
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Thelreplacement [parcelisiconsidered/alCritical Environmental[Arealbasedon/(a),(f)[and(h)(see
above).

3.2.8[] Transportation

ConversionParcel

Thelexisting/traffic[¢onditions [ forthe [ Brooks/Landinglarealare documented/in(alfraffic(study
conducted by Flint, Allen, White and Radley [Consulting [Engineers, P.C.* [(Flint, Allen/White &
Radley[Consulting[Engineers, P.C.,[1999).[TExcerptsoflthe studylarelincludedlas[Appendix[J.
Thelstudy(presented the existing fraffic[¢conditions for[sixmajor(streets located 'within(the study
area:[ [ South! Plymouth[’Avenue, [ Geneseel Street, Brooks[ Avenue, Genesee Park[ Boulevard,
Scottsville[Roadland [ElImwood/Avenue. [[Forlexisting/traffic volumes, it hitilized [the (1998 Traffic
Summary[Reportpublished by the[Monroe! Countyl Department[ofl Transportation [ (MCDOT,
1998).

Aldescriptionl ofl thel existing[ transportation[ systemlin[the immediate Vicinity[ofl the[ Brooks
Landing/project(area, taken from/portions(oflthe report/(Flint, Allen[White (& RadleyConsulting
Engineers, [P.C.,[1999)follows:

South PlymouthAvenue

South! Plymouth! Avenuel traverses! north southandlis considered al principal

arteriallas reported by the  Citylof Rochester [City).[ As[irecordedlinthe 1998
TrafficlSummaryReport, [published by [ MCDOT, SouthPlymouth[Avenue northlof
Brooks!Avenuel"and"north"of Elmwood Avenue carries approximately 9,320

vehicles perlday (vpd) and(10,849 Vpd, [irespectively. Counts werelrecorded in

1995.

InltheWicinitylof Brooks[ Avenue, [ South! Plymouth! Avenuel consists'ofl al curbed
section[lwithUoneltravelllanellinJeach direction, turnlanes at[\designated
intersectionsand[sidewalks onboth|sides! of ! the street. 'The \University of
Rochester campusis linked[ to the Geneseel Parkl area vial the[ South! River
Corridor[Pedestrian!bridge, [just northlof Brooks[Avenue. [ Withinthe studylarea,
vehicular!trafficlasWelllaspedestrian trafficlis controlledlat Brooks [ Avenueland
Elmwoodl Avenuelbyltrafficlsignals.| Pedestrian( crossings arel well defined. No
parkinglis permittedwithin thestudylarea. The posted|City speedlimitlis 30 mph.

Landluselalong[SouthPlymouth!Avenue, morthlof Brooks Avenue, lis amixof both
commercialland| residential “uses. Southlof! Brooks| Avenue, [ South! \Plymouth
Avenuelrunslalonglthe Genesee River|servicinglalportionlofiGeneseeValley Park
West. LAl of 'thel residentiall streets west of Plymouth Avenue werel previously
terminatedland|therelarelnolsidelstreet connections|prior(tolreaching Elmwood
Avenue.

?[The firm has 'subsequently Been renamed as FRA [Engineers.
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Genesee Street
Geneseel Street! traverses northlsouthandis| considered! al minorarteriallus
reported! by the City.[As documented in[the 1 998 Trafficl Summary Report,
published ! \by IMCDOT, " Geneseel |Street, Inorth!1of | Brooks[ |Avenue! \carries
approximately10,835 Wpd; [Southlof Brooks[Avenuelcarries[6,546vpd; land horth
of GeneseelPark!Boulevardicarries'5,3500pd. (Countswerevecorded|in1990.

GeneseelStreet, from|Geneseel Park Boulevardtolthelnorth, (¢onsistsoflalcurbed
sectionlwithloneltravelllanelinléach directionland sidewalks on both|sides of\the
street.[\Geneseel Street, [ from[1Genesee |IPark! Boulevard| tol [Elmwood[Avenue,
consistsloflalcurbed sectionwith(twollanesinleach!direction andsidewalks on
bothsides! of  thel street. Within[the studyl area, vehicular! traffic as well as
pedestrian(trafficlis controlledlat Brooks Avenue, [ Genesee Parkl Boulevardland
Elmwoodl Avenuel byltrafficlsignals. Pedestrian(crossingsLare welll defined. The
posted|Citylspeed limitlis 30(mph.

Landluselalong GeneseelStreet!lisla mixlof both commercialland|residential uises.
Thelcommerciallland! uses are! primarilyllocated! between!| Brooks Avenuel and
TerracelPark.

BrooksAvenue

Brooks!AvenuelfraversesleastWestlandis considered aminorarteriallasFeported
byl thel City.[As documentedin the 1998 Traffic Summary!Report, publishedl by
MCDOT, [Brooks[Avenue, Westland|east of Geneseel Streetcarries approximately
16,724 9pdland 10,756 [pd, Liespectively.[ Counts werelrecorded in 1990 and
1995.

Brooks[Avenuelconsists of alcurbed|section Withoneltravel lanelinleach!direction
withleft furnllanesat' Geneseel Street and sidewalkslonlboth(sides of thelstreet.
Within|thelstudy area, Wehicular!trafficlaswelllas pedestrian|trafficlis ¢ontrolled
at Geneseel Street and South Plymouth! Avenue by! trafficl signals.[ Pedestrian
crossingslarewell defined. [Theposted|Cityspeedlimit(is 30 mph.

Landluselalonglthissection|of BrooksAvenuelis primarily . commercial.

South[PlymouthAvenue, Geneseel Street, Brooks Avenue, Genesee Park Boulevard, [ElImwood
Avenue, and[Scottsville[Roadlare designated[ bus[routes according[to[the Rochester Genesee
Regional[Transportation Authority/Regional Transit[Service. [SouthPlymouth Avenuelis used
for(travailing[purposesfor[RTS [bus toutes19,18,[6,/and 4. [TRTS [bus(routes19,12,[and 4 lise
GeneseelStreet, (with[four [RTS [stops/in thelstudyarea. TRTS[bus(toute[4 ises Brooks[Avenue
with[two[stopslocated(in'the(studyarea. [Genesee Park Boulevardlisused by RTSbus(tfoute(4.
Elmwood[Avenueldontains fwo [RTS bus[stopslin(thestudylareaused by bus toutes19,[18,12,
and[4.[[Scottsville[Road isused by RTSbus route(8, [but mo [stopsexistforthis foutelin/thestudy
area.

Parking[is[ prohibited onl[ both[sides ofl South Plymouth Avenue, Brooks Avenue, Elmwood
Avenue,[ and[ Genesee! Park Boulevard within[the[ studylarea. T Limited  on(street! parking![is
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allowed on[Genesee[Streetlincludingone hourparking between[8:00 L AM[to[7:00[PM.[TAt[the
intersectionl Iclear[1zonel[lofl IGeneseel |Street/Elmwood[ lAvenue/Scottsville[ IRoad parking![lis
prohibited. [IGenesee[Streetis/signed [as'alSnow[Emergency[Route, at which[times[parking[is
restricted. [OnScottsville Road [parking(is [prohibited between the hours[0f7:00[AM [fo[9:00[AM
and[from4:00[PMIto [6:00[PM. [[Onstreetparkingwillnot be limpacted fromlthis[project.

Transportation resources(in/the Vicinity [0 flthereplacement [parcellincludethe [CSX railroad [to [the
westand[ horth.[TThe[USArmy Corpsofl Engineers maintains[ al havigationl channell for[the
Genesee River|to the @ast/oflthe turning basin. TAnlextension(ofithe(Genesee Riverway Trail[from
its[¢urrent/terminus(at Turning[Point[Park [is[proposed(to[beldeveloped along(the river’sledge
through the replacement [property.

Replacement Parcel
There aremo [transportationservices provided within thereplacement [parcel.

3.2.90] Energy

ConversionParcel

Waterl(servicelis [provided(to[the Brooks(ILanding drea by the [City [0f [Rochester. [Natural(gas(and
electricitylis/provided(by Rochester GaslandElectric.[[There[are(no [large/¢consumers/oflénergy
resources in/the project area. TMotor[vehicles also[¢onsume energylas/they movelthrough/the
area.

Replacement Parcel
Therelare no lenergy services provided Wwithin thereplacement [parcel.

3.2.10(Noiseland [Odor

ConversionParcel

ThelambientnoisellevelsWwithin/the[BrooksILandinglareal¢an[belexpected to [belapproximately
551060[dBA [(characteristiclofldaytime uirbanmoisellevels). [Therelaremno majorsources0finoise
orLobjectionable odors[inlthe projectlarea. Figure 36 providesdBAllevelslin[ comparison(to
commonloutdoor/and/indoor(soundievels.

Replacement Parcel
Atlthelteplacement( parcel,[ thelactive[ CSX[tailroad[linelisthel hearest[source  ofl hoiseland
objectionablelodors, followed by recreational or .commercial otorcraftin'the(Genesee River.

3.2.11[ PublicHealth

Conversion(Parcel

Investigativelactivities conducted in[the[Brooks/Landing[Urban/RenewalDistrict[((URD) have
consisted [0flinstallation[ofltest (borings, monitoring wells, ¢ollectionandlaboratorylanalyses(on
soilland[groundwater[samples, geophysical surveys(toleévaluate[the[possible[presencelof buried
storage[tanks(andlassociated [piping, dand [excavation[ofitest(pits. [Following(is(a[summary(ofithe
studiesland [reports:
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Phase[Environmental[Site[Assessment, [Five Parcelslin/the BrooksILanding[URD (972,
998,1004,& 1008 [Genesee Street, (& 15 Brooks[Avenue), [September2002.

Phasel1[ Environmental[ Site[ Assessment, Twenty[three[ Parcels in[the[Brooks[Landing
URD/(SublAreall)), November2002.

PhaseII[Environmental InvestigationReport, [Five[Parcels in/the BrooksLanding URD,
December(2002.

Evaluation[ofl Remedial Options and[ Opinion[ofl Probable Costs, [ Five[Parcels inlthe
BrooksLLanding WRD, December, 2002.

Corrective/ActionPlan[((CAP), FiveParcels/in/the BrooksILanding[WRD, February2003.

Phase Tl [Environmental[Site[Assessment, Cityl[owned[Parcelsland[Select [Right[of Ways
withinthe BrooksILanding lWRD [SublAreas 1, TI,[and 111, May2003.

Environmental[Remediation[ Tasks[OpinionoflProbable[Costs, EasternPortion of Subl(’
Arealllofithe BrooksILanding lURD, May2003.

Supplemental(Site Visits[and [Letter [Report, BrooksLanding[URD, Genesee[Street and
Agnew Court, June2003.

Phase Tl [Environmental Site[Assessment, [8[Agnew [Court, August(35,2003.
Soilland(Groundwater ManagementPlan, SublArea TBrooks/ILanding WWRD, [August2003

Draft[ CorrectiveAction[ Plan[ (CAP), Eastern Portion"ofl SublAreal 1L ofl the[ Brooks
Landing WWRD, August(2003 (forparcelsabutting the west Bank 0flthe GeneseeRiver).

Thelinvestigativel activities havel detected[thel occurrencel of impacted[soilland[ groundwater
within[SublArealllofithe BrooksT.anding lURD.

AlCorrective[ActionPlan/(CAP)/dated[August2003 wasdeveloped for(five Rochester [Economic
Development(Corporation (REDCO) parcels, which[domprise the morthwest [portion [0f[Sub[Area

I.[These parcels[donsist(011972,1998,1004 [and 1008 [GeneseeStreet and [15 Brooks/Avenue.[The
remedial/activities that wereperformed(included thefollowing|tasks;

Excavationland offlsitedisposallofivolatile[organic[¢compound (VOC) [impacted ¢arbon
fill;

Onlsitel treatment ofl VOClimpacted groundwater[ using[ the application ofl Hydrogen
Release Compounds(HRC®) through/trenchléxcavations;

Removallofifloating[residual petroleum/productiand former(fuellsupplypiping;

Listingtheparcels in[City of Rochester[propertylinformation/databases(with[aflagging
notation[that(the [parcels/willltequire speciallénvironmental feviews[for(building/and!site
preparation permitapplications.
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AsloflOctober 2003 [the cleanup [activity[forthese[fiveparcelshas[substantially (beencompleted.
The majortasks(in/theplan(asapprovedbythe NYSDECand the Monroe [County Department (0 f
Health[((MCDOH)have[been completed, [and[¢leanup[goalshavelgenerallybeenlmet. [ TAllong
term(monitoring/plan(hasbeenimplemented for these fiveparcelsand(alc¢losureteportlis being
prepared.

Alsecond[ CAP[hasbeen! prepared toaddress! thel temaining[ portion[ 0fl SublAreall, which
comprises | thel dedicated 6(f)[ parkland[ conversion[ parcel within[ Genesee Valley[Park[ West,
located(at[ 150 ElmwoodAvenue, and adjacent[City owned vacant[land[(former canalbed and
railroad) ocated(at[13 15 [SouthPlymouthlAvenue. nvestigative Wwork (has/detected the [presence
oflimpacted(soilland [ groundwaterin[thislarea.[ [ ThislCAP[teceived(NYSDECapproval on
December(8,2003.

Environmental Site[Assessments (ESAs)havebeen/conductedofithe parcels/that/comprise[Sub!]
Arealll, [thelarea[northeast[of Genesee[Street and [Brooks[Avenue, and[alsooflSublAreall,

located[to[the northwest[ 0fl Genesee Street and Brooksl Avenue. 1 This[ESAhaslidentified[a

varietyloflirecognized/environmental/¢onditionsin[Sub[Areas Illand TII, includingthe [presence 0 f
storage[ tanks, former[ gasoline[stations, [ former[ automobile tepair( facilities, dry[cleaners and

leakinglaboveground land inderground|storage(tanks.

Replacement Parcel

AlHazardousWaste/Contaminated MaterialsScreening [was ¢onducted(as(part/oflan EAfor[the
GeneseeRiverway Trail Project/extension fromTurningPoint[Park morthto 'the((D’RorkeBridge,
whichlincluded(the teplacement[ parcel. I Thel$creeninglinvolvedalsitel inspection/walkover,
historical isageteview[and[the [teview ofllocal,[stateland[federallénvironmentalldatabases/and
files. TBased(onthisScreening, [potential [dreas/of'concern/in/the [vicinity [0fithe [replacement [parcel
includeldreas(dadjacentto[railroad(tracks 'which(havelapotential [for fesidual (contaminants. [TAlso,
the[turning basinfunctionsds(d large[settling[pond (forthe fiver, which/thay[contain(ahigh/level
ofheavy(metals. Evidencesupportingthisconcern/that hazardous material .containing (high(levels
of mercury[Wwas[uncovered! during[ construction ofl the[O’Rorke!Bridgel projectaboutlal mile
downstream((north) (0flthe bBasin(Sear Brown,2004).

3.2.12[ Growth and CommunityCharacter

ConversionParcel

TheBrooks/Geneseelarealislocated[on(the west[Sideoflthe Genesee [River, in[Sector[4 [oflthe
CityloflRochester. [Sector(4islcomprised [0 f fiveneighborhoodslincluding the 19th[Ward, [Change
oflthe[Scene[(COTS), Neighborhood Wnited, Plymouth[Exchange (PLEX)[and[South[West[Area
Neighborhood[(SWAN).TThelarealis[served by a mumber[of important[commerciall¢orridors,
including[ South[ Plymouth, [ Jefferson, Genesee, and[ Chilil thoroughfares (Cornell University,
2003). 1t is[al predominantly[ residentiall areal that[ contains[ alwidel arrayl ofl housing![ types,
including[ Craftsman(style[bungalows, traditional 'towhouses,  garden(style[ apartments, public
housing[ complexes, and townhouses.[ [ Thel Structural Archeological"Assessmentlincluded[as
Appendix Tlprovides[pictures/ofithe [existing[structuresinthe neighborhood.
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Currently, Sector(4lis[(hometo [allarge Mumber(ofireligious/congregations,(social[serviceldgencies,
publicland [parochialischools, health[carelinstitutions, culturall0rganizations,and important/public
openlspaces. TAmong[thelimportantinstitutions and[culturalltesources/located[within[Sector[4
andlits'adjacentneighborhoodsalong(the Southwest (GeneseeRiver[Corridor are:

e Thelformer[$t.[Mary’s[Hospitallsite, where[thousands oflteturning Civil[Warwounded
wereltreated;

e TheUniversity/0f[RochesterRiver[Campus;

e ThelStrongHospitaliand Medical Research Complex;

e ThelGenesee[Valley(Park, designed by Frederick ILaw [Olmsted, the nation’s most famous
landscapelarchitect/and[park(designer.

e ThelA.M.E. ZionMemorial [Church, whichlwas[Frederick Douglass’shome[church.

Community/¢haracter[can(beldefined[as[thelqualities or features(that[distinguishlallocale. The
following/demographiclinformation/provides(abackground0f'the[Sector[4 [community/character
through/the[presentation(ofldatafrom(the1980,(1990(and 2000 W.S. [Census(data. This[datalwas
compiledlandanalyzed by Cornell Wniversity’s Department 0 f Cityand (Regional Planningin [the
Augu4$t 2003 fLower[Genesee[Street [Revitalization[Strategy:[A[Comprehensive[Redevelopment
Plan.™

Population.[About[15%oflthe(City’spopulation(resideslin[Sector(4,[0r33,812 [people. [(Between
19901and (2000, [thetotal populationlinSector4 [declined[7.4%,down[from[36,310 [fotal[persons.
Figure[37[displays!the[population change between[ 1980 and[2000[in  Sector[4,[the  City of
Rochester(and the[suburban/areas/of MonroeCounty.

Figure(37:[Population Changefrom(198012000
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AccordingtotheU.S. [Census, [during [the [past[fwenty years, [the percentage(ofiSector(4’s[African
American/populationlincreasedfrom[65%(to[75% [(seeFigure(38). [Cornell Wniversity’sdnalysis
suggests/theshiftlin the district’sHacial[¢compositionwas/¢aused by theloutmigration[ofWhite

*This/plancan belaccessedlat www.crp.cornell.edu/derp.
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individuals [andfamilies rather than(dmajor(influx(of'/African’/American individuals [and[families.
Inltecentl years, thelarealhas[alsolbegunl(tolattractl significant[humbers ofl Hispanic[families.
Between[ 19807 and 2000, the City[0fl Rochester[ changed[ from/being[alpredominantly[ white
communitylintoonelin[which[the numberlofwhite[and (non white [tesidents[aretoughlylequal.
Again,[this[trend [appears[to[be more!the tesult of Fwhite flight” thanimmigration.[ While the
number ofl African’Americans living[in[the suburbsloflMonroe[County[¢ontinues to grow, this
comprises dlverymodest portion/ofithe region’s/suburbanpopulation.

Figure(38:[Population/PercentagebyRace((2000)
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Between([1990(and 2000, [thewhite[population(in'Sector(4 (declined almost by halfl(from28.7% [to
17.4%)whereas [the Black ‘population/increased(slightly [from(70.2% [to[77.5%. While still[alsmall
portion[ of! the[total population[ 0fl Sector([4,[the Hispanicl population between 1990 and[ 2000
almostldoubled, fromroughly500fo 1000 [personsresiding[in(thelsector.

Median(Income. Figure39(displaysimedianhousehold incomelin/Sector4. TAsshown, [dlthough
Sector[4[tesidents’ 'median[incomel significantlylincreasedbetween[ 1980 and 2000, Sector[ 4
householdsearn(slightly(less[than(thel¢ity imedianland muchlless/than[thel¢ountylmedian. In
1980, the[Sector 4 medianhousehold [incomelwasapproximately [70%oflthe[¢ounty(level. [By
2000, [the medianhousehold[income for[Sector[4 Wwas[65% oflthecounty level. [[Thepercentage
ofifamilies(living[below [federally [éstablished [(poverty(levelshaslincreased [(withinthelindividual
neighborhoods¢omposing[this/sector. 1They havetended, [over fime, fo [belslightly lower than
thoseof'the cityland [considerablyhigher(then(thosefor the county.
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Figure 39: Median(Household/Income by(Area
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Educational/Attainment. Between[1990(and 2000, the [percentage(of'Sector 4[residents(over(the
agelofl25who havefinished (high'school has(increased, (While(the percentage(that havelattained
their[ bachelor’s degree has[slightly[ decreased. Figure[ 40 displays[the[ compared[levels[ of
educationalldttainment(for(Sector(4, the[CitylofIlRochester, and[the [Suburbs/ofMonroeCounty.
While[Sector 4[rates [are similar(to thoseloflthe ity (as/dwhole, the[city[@ducation rates lagbehind
thel$uburban(rates.[Higher[incomes, [ in[¢combination[with[improved housing[¢onditions, [tetail
opportunities,  municipal services, culturallassets, and[schooll quality[will help(stabilizel the
individual ‘neighborhoods/comprising[Sector[4. [ This[will,lin[turn, increase[thellikelihood ofla
successful revitalization(ofithe lower GeneseeRiver(Retail(Corridor.
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Figure 40: EducationalAttainmentfor/Adults
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Housing.[ Housing [ is[ anl important[ foundation[ for[ any[ community[ and[ it alsol provideslan
important[tool[forlevaluating/the(vitalitylofla[neighborhood. [ TWhile peopleiay comeland[go
within'a[¢community, thelocal housingstock [femainshighly [visible and [virtually [permanent for
severall generations. [ I This[ sectionbriefly identifies someloflthe[basiclandimportanthousing
trendsloflRochester’s[Sector4 meighborhoods.

According(tothe[CityloflRochester[and[the U.S.[Census, Sector[4[lost512 nits from(its fotal
housing[stock between[1990(and2000((Figure[41).[TAlso[within[this[period, thepercentage[of
ownerloccupied [housing[units dropped 5% from[6,963 lowner occupied unitsto[6,055.[1TThe
majority((52%)oflhousing units [are mow [renter[occupied, [as aresult(0fitheselshifts.

Whilelthe mass/majoritylofltesidents in[Sector 4 tent theirhousing, the percentage o f housing
whichlis[Vacant[has(actuallylincreased(slightly[from[9% [to[13%[inthelyears/between 1990(and
2000.TInteallfigures, the[mumberlofl vacantunitslincreased[from[1,356to[1,835.[IWhile this
statisticlis[not mecessarily [alargeindicator[0flexisting[challenges, [it[does provideldwindow[into
some oflthelissuescurrently facing(existingresidents. [[Vacanthousing/¢annegativelylimpact(a
neighborhoodbylcreating harbors(for illicit/activities[and[¢rime, and they[canlalso[beleyesores
for(localmeighbors andvisitors/to(thelarea. tlis/a[commonly held (belieflthat by keeping[vacant
housing [to [aminimum, [the stability(and vitalityloflaneighborhood/canbedramatically improved.
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Figure 41: House OccupancylinSector/4
(1990/and2000)
100
90 +—
80
() 70 —
g
€ 60
§ 50 1| O 1990
e m 2000
40 +—
30 +—
20 +—
"0 i
0 T
Occupied Vacant Ownerl] Renter(]
occupied occupied

Source:[1990/and2000UW.S. [Census, [SF3,
Accessed by/Cornell [UniversityDepartmentof|Cityland Regional [Planning

Racial and [Ethnic[Minorities.[ [ The[U.S. Census[ Bureaul defines[ eéthnicity[or[origin[as[the
heritage, mationalitygroup, [lineage, [or countryofibirth[ofltheperson or(theperson's parents or
ancestors before their [arrivallin(the (United States.’[Peoplewho [identifytheir [origin as Spanish,
Hispanic, [orILatino may(beloflany/race. Thelfederal (Office [0 fiManagement/and [Budget's (OMB)
standards[fordataon(racelteflect[socialldefinitions[recognized inlthe UnitedStates, and[those
definitions(do [not[conform(toany biological,[anthropologicallor[genetic criteria. [ According to
revised[(OMBstandards, racelis[considered alseparate concept from/Hispaniclorigin(ethnicity).

Racial Minorities. 1U.S.[Census[block[data indicates that[ 55%/[of tesidents[living[in[ census
blocksladjacent/toBrooks(ILanding ¢lassified [themselves/as[racial (minorities. Thelpercentage/of
non|white(tacial 'minoritiesaffected [by this projectlis higher[than(the percent oflthelstate non!’
whiteracial[minority/population, whichWwas[40%in2000,[and [also[Monroe County, which(was
25%1[1n[2000.

HispanicPopulation. U.S.[Census[block[datalindicates/that[3%/[ofl tesidents living[in[¢ensus
blocksladjacent/toBrooks/Landing/classified [themselves das[Hispaniclor(Latino. Thelpercentage
of'Hispaniclor[Latinolindividuals[affected (by(this [project islower(than(thepercent[oflthe[state
Hispanicland LLatino [population, whichwas[15%(in[2000, and [dlso Monroe [County, Which[was
5%11n2000.

Low(IncomeHouseholds. Just[under(18%of households in[the[projectlarealwerel¢onsidered
lowlincome households(in[1999. To [compare, the Percent 0 fllow [income householdsin2000 was

5 http://www.bayareacensus.ca.gov/fag.htm#q4
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near30% inNew!YorkState and over[27%! in[Monroe County.®[IThe percent of low [income
households/inlthe projectarealis lower(than/theStateland Countylaverages.

Replacement Parcel

Thelteplacement parcellis/locatedlin[Sector 1 [in[the[City0f'Rochester. [ TAccording(to[the 2000
U.S.[Census, approximately 4% of the [ City’spopulation(tesided[in[Sector 1, or[ 8,829 people.
Between[1990[and 2000, the total[populationlin[Sector[1 lincreased[ 8%, up from(8,758 total
persons. [[Bector[1i890% White, [5.2% Black, [and .4% AmericanIndian, AlaskaNative, and .7%
Asian.

Table 3 2: Population by Race,Sector(1, 2000
Whitelalone 90.20%
Black(or[African[Americanldlone 5.20%
AmericanInhdianland[AlaskaNativelalone 0.40%
Asianlalone 0.70%
Native [Hawaiianland [(OtherPacific Islander(dlone ]| 0.00%
Some other(racelalone 1.80%
Twoldrmoreraces 1.80%

Between[19891and (1999, [Sector(1[medianhouseholdlincomelincreased by 5.4%. Thelmedian
incomeloflSector1householdswashigher(than(the City 0f/Rochester(medianlincomelin[1999,
butlower(thanMonroeCounty.

Between 19907 and[ 2000, thepercentagelofl Sector[1[tesidents over thelage of 25 Wwholhave
finished highschoolldecreased (by[9%, [while [the [percentage that havelattained [their[bachelor’s
degreelincreased by(14.4%. This[datalis presentedinTable3 (3.

Table33: Sector 1 Educational Attainment/of[Residents 25 years/and/older

EducationLevel 19900| 2000 | Percent/Change
NoHigh[School 498 | 452 9.2%
SomeHighSchool 1025 | 743 27.5%
Highlschool/graduate((includes/équivalency) 1| 2458 | 2238 9.0%
Someldollege, [1[0rmorelyears, noldegree 1232 | 789 36.0%
Associateldegree 762 | 621 18.5%
Bachelor's/degree 658 | 753 14.4%
Graduateldegree 291 | 290 0.3%

Accordingto the(Citylof[Rochester(dnd(theU.S. [Census, Sector(1[gained 275 housing units from
its[ total housing[ stock[ between[ 1990 and 2000 (Table 3[3).[T"Alsolwithin[this[period, the
percentageoflowner[occupied housing units dropped(3.3% [from(2,256[owner occupied units [to
2,272.However, the tajority(53.3%)[0flhousing tinitsin[Sector (1 [arelownerldccupied.

%(This|data is fot/directlylcomparable. Low income [thresholds are determined (by[HUD [based [on [the thetropolitan
statistical lareaboundary. Forthe Rochester MSA, [thisthreshold was/dlHouseholdincome6f1$26,950(in[1999.[Wsing
U.S.[Censusldata[Table P52, it[was[determined [that29.54%[0fNew Y ork [State residentsland(27.18% of Monroe
Countyresidents/darnedless/than[$24,999in1999.

Page3(30

June2005



Table3'4: HousingOccupancy, Sector(1,1990(and (2000

1990 | 2000 Percent/Change
Ownerloccupied 2,256 | 2,272 0.7%
Renter occupied 1,530 | 1,759 15.0%
Vacant/Units 199 229 15.1%
Total 3,985 | 4,260 6.9%

While themajoritylofiresidents(inSector(1 ownltheir housing, the [percentageloflhousing whichis
vacant(has/actuallylincreasedslightly (from[5% [to [5.4% (in[the years (between 1990/and 2000. Tn
reallfigures, the iumber(of'vacant inits lincreased [from199 [to 229.

Racial Minorities. U.S.[Census/block[datalindicates[that[10%of tesidents[living[in[census
blocks["adjacent to[ thelreplacement [ parcel classified themselves[asl racial minorities. The
percentage [0flnon/white(racial minorities(affected By this/projectlis Tower/thanthe [percent0f'the
state mon(white(tacial ‘minoritypopulation, which(was(40%!in[2000, andalso[Monroe[County,
whichiwas25%/1in2000.

HispanicPopulation. U.S.[Census[block[datalindicates/that[4%/ofl tesidents living[in[¢ensus
blocksladjacent tolthel teplacement[ parcell classified themselveslas[ Hispaniclor[Latino. The
percentage [0f[Hispanic or(Latino [individuals(affected by this/projectlis lower than(the percent (of
thelstate[ Hispanicland[Latino[population, ' which[was[15%![in[2000, and[also/Monroe[County,
whichwas(53%!in2000.

Low/Income[ Households.[ Just uinder[ 17%!ofl households[hear!thelteplacement! parcell were
considered Tow lincomehouseholds[in[1999.To compare, thepercent ofllow [income households
in[2000 was[near30% [in New Y ork[State [and[over27%inMonroe [County. [Thepercent0f low ]
incomehouseholds(in/theproject/arealislower(than/the[Stateand Countyaverages.

Page3(31

June2005



	Chapter 3

